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in an old manor house, may console himself with the
reflection that the improvisations and makeshifts
which have given him what he calls a constitution
are preferable to the mechanical perfection which
Americans are bidden to revere.

The study of the American Constitution is no
mere impersonal thing: no one has appreciated the
possible tragedies of political life who has not seen the
photograph of President Wilson driving with his
successor to the White House, the paralysed prophet
of a great ideal side by side with the triumphant
advocate of " normalcy/' I doubt if the long records
of English politics can produce a more pathetic
picture.

It is a very great mistake to suppose that the
country is one of expatriated Britishers longing for
closer union with us, and repenting their division:
but it is true to say that the best and prevalent
American sentiment is very closely akin to our own
on most questions of great importance, and that her
best statesmen and her best journalists recognize the
fact. Everything possible ought to be done by men
of good will on both sides to minimize the many
causes of friction and to capitalize the real unity of
purpose which exists, and that involves an intelligent
appreciation of the difficulties in the way.

I have always thought that if Lady Sarah
Lennox's horse had not put its foot in a rabbit hole
and she had married George in (as I think she meant
to do), she, who was afterwards to become the mother